“Never reverse your turn.” 


-Maj. Robert Elder, 24 March 1945 (P-51D): “With this top cover to 
encourage me, | managed to out-turn another FW-190, and, just as | was 
about 30 degrees angle off, this Jerry reversed his turn (they are stupid 
that way) and | latched on to his tail at about 100 yards range. | got strikes 
all over the plane and he caught fire in the air and crashed.” 


-Capt. Glendon V. Davis, March 8 1944 (P-51B): “I turned into him and 
he (lone FW-190A) swung around, almost getting on the tail of Lt. Smith, 
following me. | called to him to put down flaps and turn with him, as | had 20 
degrees myself. We went around five or six times with the issue very much in 
doubt. | could not quite get enough deflection to nail him, though I was 
firing short bursts trying to get him to roll out, which he was too 
smart to do.” 


Osprey “VIII Fighter Command at War, -Long Reach-“, P. 31 (On the 
tactical significance of using the roll rate in combat, Lt. Col. H. C. 
Craig): 


“Once a turn is started in an engagement, it is of the most importance, and 
safety, to remember to never reverse your turn. \It has been my 
observation that a great majority of the victories of my unit were 
made good when the Hun reversed the turn.” 


